
 

 

  
 
 

March 12, 2021 
 
Dear Governor Cuomo, Leader Stewart-Cousins, and Speaker Heastie, 
 
New York’s robust higher education ecosystem is one of our state’s great strengths, and it will be a critical 
component of our post-pandemic economic recovery. New York needs an educated workforce and cutting-
edge research from the public and private sectors of higher education in order to be well-positioned to build 
back better.  
 
Integral to higher education’s success is ensuring that all students have access to the state aid they need to 
make their college dreams a reality. For decades, New York’s Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) has 
provided that critical student aid, helping millions of students attend the college that is their best fit.  
 
Unfortunately, TAP has not kept pace with the needs of students and families. This year, as so many New 
Yorkers are struggling with the pandemic’s economic fallout, their needs are greater than ever.  
On behalf of New York’s 1.2 million college students, we are calling on our state leaders to prioritize 
modernizing TAP in the 2021-22 New York State Budget.  
 
TAP award amounts have been stagnant for too long, the maximum award has been increased only $165 in 
the past decade. Increasing the minimum award from $500 to $1,000 and the maximum award from $5,165 to 
$6,000 would provide New York students with aid that matches their current needs.  
 
The income limit for TAP eligibility also has not changed since 2000 — that is entire lifetime of many current 
college students. With the income eligibility limit stuck at $80,000, fewer and fewer families are eligible to 
receive TAP every year. Since 2015-16, the number of students who receive TAP has fallen by 16 percent. 
Increasing the income eligibility limit to $110,000 over the course of a three-year phase-in would make 24,218 
additional students eligible for this critical student aid funding.  
 
The students who benefit from TAP are among the neediest in New York. These are the New Yorkers who 
have been on the front lines of COVID-19; many of these students and their families work in essential jobs 
and have been significantly impacted by the pandemic. They deserve our state’s support. 
 
If the state takes these three steps, the total cost for TAP would still be less than it was in FY 2017-18 and 
every year since.  
 
Strengthening this proven, means-tested program will benefit all New York students across our diverse higher 
education ecosystem. Investing in these students today will help supercharge New York’s pandemic recovery 
and will pay dividends for decades to come.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
  
  

 
Jim Malatras                                           Drew Bogner 
Chancellor                                             Interim President 
SUNY               CICU 


